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997 September 17, 1897 

September 10 : The United States consul at Matanzas reports that 
during the week ended September 8 there were in that city 4 deaths 
from yellow fever. 

September 4 : The United States consul at Santiago de Cuba reports 
that during the week ended September 4 there were in that city 23 
deaths from yellow fever. 

September 6 : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the weekended September 4 there were in that city 45 cases and 
6 deaths from yellow fever, and 25 cases and 1 death from smallpox. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, September 10,1897. 

Sir : The following report for the week ended Thursday, September 
9, 1897, is respectfully submitted. The entire work of the office having 
devolved on me, I have been unable to do aught else save the routine 
work of the Service, and that has taxed my time and strength. With- 
out any heavy rains, nearly every day has been cloudy, with some pre- 
cipitation, causing the atmosphere to be close and murky, and it is evi- 
dent that the worst part of the sickly season has arrived. 

Yellow fever. — From the mortality table attached to this report it 
will be noticed that there has been a decline in the deaths from yellow 
fever. This is only apparent, in my opinion, many deaths from that 
disease being placed under the head of enteritis and enteric fever. At 
the same time it should be noted that there are not as many cases of 
yellow fever in the military hospitals as there were two months ago, for 
the reason that formerly the Spanish soldiers were brought to this city 
from the different provinces suffering from the different diseases inci- 
dental to army life, and after being brought here and placed in the 
different military hospitals would develop yellow fever. 

Now these soldiers are not brought to this city in as great numbers, 
being cared for in the hospitals elsewhere. For two weeks, according 
to the mortality reports, no deaths from yellow fever have occurred in 
the city proper ; this condition does not exist. One should look for 
such deaths under the head of pernicious (?) fever, and what is called 
Borras fever ; the latter term is not much used now. 

No deaths have occurred from smallpox this week, and but 5 cases 
are reported in the different military hospitals, and all but 1 of them 
old cases and convalescent. It is doubtful if there more than 12 cases 
in the city. 

The enormous death rate from enteritis and dysentery is a result of 
the lack of nutritious food, and the deaths from these diseases have not 
yet reached high -water mark. 

13 nless the laws are so amended as to admit certain important food 
products, none but the favored few will be able to obtain nutritious 
food. Even at the present time all fresh meats command prices above 
the reach of the lower classes, while breadstuffs are proportionately 
high. 

I have not had sufficient time to push an investigation of the number 
of cases of beriberi among the Chinamen here. It is certain that no 
city can show a more inviting presence to epidemic disease than the 
city of Habana. This being the case, your sanitary inspector, having been 
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promised the assistance of another medical officer, must devote much of 
his time to the iuvestigation of all the conditions which exist here. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H, & 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U". 8, Marine- Hospital Service. 

Comparative statistics of the mortality of ike city of Habana for the weeks ended August 
5, August 1%, August 19, August 26, September 2, and September 9, 1897. 
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Sanitary report from Santiago. 

Santiago de Cuba, September 4, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended September 4 : 

Eighty-one deaths have been reported, of which 23 were from yellow 
fever, 3 from dysentery, 7 from tuberculosis, 10 from pernicious, 7 from 
remittent fevers, 5 from enteritis; the rest from common diseases of 
noncontagious charactr. Yellow fever is slowly increasing, and the 
cases now under treatment generally take a malignant form, ending in 
death. Dropsy from anemia is very common just now, as food is scarce 
and high in price, and almost beyond the means of the poorer classes. 
Over 2,000 people live on a five-cent dinner fare provided by charity 
kitchens, and beggars are as thick in the streets as the falling leaves are 
in the woods. 

Eespectfully, Dr. H. S. Caminero, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



SWITZERLAND. 

An antidote for snake bites. 

Zurich, Switzerland, July 15, 1897. 
From the weekly Scotchman I copy the following : 

At a meeting of the Edinburgh Royal Society, Prof. T. R. Fraser read a paper on 
"The antivenomous properties of the bile of serpents and other animals, and an 
explanation of the insusceptibility of animals to the poisonous action of venom intro- 
duced into the stomach. ' ' 

In his paper Professor Fraser described the results of experiments 
which he had conducted with the bile of the African cobra, the puff 



